
 
 

 
   

City of Decatur | 1 Gary K Anderson Plaza | (217) 424-2778 | www.decaturil.gov 
 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
February 26th, 2016 
 
Decatur’s Westside expands with Akorn 
 

DECATUR – Today The City of Decatur, Greater Decatur Chamber of Commerce, Economic 
Development Corporation and Akorn Inc. will announce the construction of a 30,000 Square Foot 
expansion to Akorn’s existing packaging facility on Decatur’s West Side. This is a $5.6 Million project 
and was in competition with existing Akorn facilities in the State of New York. The facility will retain all 
200 jobs and is expected to create 25 new positions. We believe this project win is a testament to Akorn’s 
current workforce and leadership.  

 
Akorn is a specialty generic pharmaceutical company engaged in the development, manufacture 

and marketing of multi-source and branded pharmaceutical products with a worldwide manufacturing 
footprint. In addition to use in local hospitals and physicians’ offices, products manufactured and 
packaged at Akorn’s two Decatur facilities are used across the United States to help patients in need of 
quality, affordable pharmaceutical products.  

 
“Akorn’s two facilities in Decatur have been key to our growth and continued success in the 

sterile injectable industry for over two decades,” said Steve Lichter, Akorn’s Executive Vice President, 
Pharmaceutical Operations. “We take great pride in our operations in Decatur and this expansion will 
allow us to continue to efficiently serve our patient-customers in need of quality pharmaceutical 
products.”   

 
“This project marks another big win for a Decatur company. We believe this win is a testament to 

Akorn’s current workforce and leadership. It not only keeps skilled positions in Decatur, but it also 
showcases our ability to manufacture even more products.” said Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe, City of 
Decatur.  

 
“We’re happy to see Akorn continue to grow and succeed in Illinois as an important member of 

our state’s life sciences and pharmaceutical industry,” Illinois Department of Commerce Director Jim 
Schultz said. “With this expansion, Akorn will continue to build their footprint in Illinois, benefiting 
from Decatur’s highly skilled workforce and manufacturing expertise.”  

 
“The Greater Decatur Chamber of Commerce congratulates our member, Akorn Incorporated, on 

their $5.6 million warehouse expansion. We are extremely pleased Decatur was chosen for their 
continued growth and progress and look forward to their continued success.” said Mirinda Rothrock, 
President for Greater Decatur Chamber of Commerce.  (continued) 
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“The EDC was thrilled to assist Akorn with this important expansion.  They are a critical 
component of our economy, and we appreciate their commitment to and investment in Decatur.  This is 
yet another sign that Decatur is a place grow your business.” said Ryan McCrady, President for the 
Economic Development Corporation of Decatur and Macon County.  

 
Akorn established its Decatur operations in 1992 after purchasing Taylor Pharmacal, which was 

founded in Decatur in 1948. Akorn currently has two locations in Decatur and employs 437 workers 
involved in pharmaceutical manufacturing, product packaging, research & development, quality 
assurance and quality compliance.  

  
Contact Patrick Hoban at 217-424-2778 for more information. 
 


